MAKE  1970 
THE  YEAR  OF 
THE  MORNING  STAR 


Dear  Comrade, 

1  am  writing  to  ask.  for  your  help  in  inci  casing  the  daily  sales  of  the  Morning  Star. 

The  undoubted  success  of  the  Left  during  1969  would  have  been  impossible  without  the  leadership 
of  the  Morning  Star.  Its  hard-hitting  campaigning  helped  to  mobilise  the  mass  movement  which  forced 
the  Government  to  drop  its  anti-trade  union  legislation,  and  led  to  the  TUC’s  rejection  of  the  Prices  and 
Incomes  policy. 

This  has  been  widely  recognised,  amongst  others  by  the  Conference  of  the  Transport  and  General 
Workers'  Union,  which  described  the  Morning  Star  as  “the  only  daily  paper  at  present  in  circulation  that 
fully  represents  working  class  views”.  This  it  does  on  rents  and  wages,  Vietnam  and  the  Springbok  Tour, 
every  issue  where  the  people  are  fighting  to  defend  their  living  standards  and  win  a  better  life. 

1970  will  be  a  year  of  increasing  militancy  and  struggle.  It  will  be  a  year  of  supreme  effort  to  end  the 
war  in  Vietnam  and  secure  a  relaxation  of  tension  in  Europe.  It  is  almost  certainly  the  year  of  the  General 
Election  in  which  the  Tories  can,  and  must  be  routed,  and  Left  advances  in  policy  forced  on  the  Government. 
It  will  also  be  the  year  of  the  Lenin  Centenary  with  heightened  interest  in  the  theory  and  practice  of  socialism. 

In  this  situation,  the  leadersliip  of  the  Morning  Star  becomes  more  important  than  ever.  But  to  do  its 
job  the  Morning  Star  must  have  a  bigger  circulation.  That  is  why  our  Congress  in  November  called  for  top 
priority  to  be  given  throughout  1970  to  a  sustained  campaign  to  win  more  daily  readers. 

Success  in  this  campaign  will  raise  the  whole  level  of  mass  struggle  and  Left  activity.  It  is  the  best 
guarantee  that  the  movement  will  go  forward  to  further  victories  and  secure  a  decisive  turn  to  the  Left.  It 
will  extend  the  influence  and  support  for  the  Party,  assist  our  candidates  in  the  Parliamentary  and  municipal 
elections,  and  lay  the  basis  for  winning  many  new  members. 

Despite  the  contribution  of  the  Morning  Star  to  the  advance  of  the  Left  in  the  past  few  months,  the 
circulation  has  not  been  increasing.  On  the  contrary,  it  has  gone  down. 

This  is  both  a  danger  signal  and  a  challenge  to  the  whole  labour  and  progressive  movement,  but  in  the 
first  instance  to  every  Communist  Party  member. 

Ours  is  a  magnificent  newspaper,  but  it  is  more  than  that.  It  is  an  agitator,  an  organiser,  a  leader: 
above  all,  a  leader.  For  its  aim  and  purpose  is  to  show  how  the  people,  through  unity  and  struggle,  can  win 
their  demands  and  step  out  on  the  road  to  socialism. 

Increasingly  it  is  becoming  recognised  as  the  daily  paper  for  the  Left  by  key  figures  in  the  Labour  and 
progressive  movement,  many  of  whom  have  contributed  articles  and  interviews  to  the  Morning  Star.  During 
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the  year  these  have  included  amongst  others,  Frank  Cousins,  Hugh  Scanlon,  Stan  Newens,  Tom  Jackson, 
Vic  Feather,  Chris  Norwood  and  George  Doughty,  and  at  the  Birthday  Rally  last  March  warm  greetings 
were  conveyed  in  person  by  Michael  Foot. 

The  tremendous  response  to  the  Editor’s  appeal  for  £6,000  to  keep  the  paper  at  its  present  size  shows 
the  great  warmth  felt  for  the  Morning  Star  by  readers  throughout  the  country.  Gifts  poured  in  from 
individuals.  Party  branches  and  districts,  factories,  building  sites  and  trade  union  organisations.  In  less 
than  two  weeks,  the  fund  reached  nearly  double  the  target. 

This  will  enable  the  continuation  of  the  present  six-page  paper  until  the  new  web-offset  method  of 
production  operates  in  some  weeks’  time. 

Unfortunately,  there  has  not  been  the  increase  in  circulation  necessary  to  enable  the  production  of 
an  eight-page  paper  in  the  smaller  format  which  will  be  produced  by  the  new  process. 

But  the  staff  of  the  Morning  Star  are  working  to  make  the  new  six-pager  a  very  attractive,  saleable 
and  vigorous  campaigner  on  behalf  of  the  working  people. 

The  new  process  will  make  it  possible  to  reduce  the  cost  of  producing  the  paper,  but  winning  new 
regular  daily  readers  remains  the  only  sure  way  of  solving  the  Morning  Star's  financial  problems. 

And  the  readers  are  there  to  be  won.  Everywhere  where  the  people  are  in  action,  in  the  trade  unions 
and  the  factories,  amongst  the  tenants,  in  the  peace  movement,  there  is  a  reservoir  of  support  for  the 
Morning  Star  which  could  be  translated  into  daily  readers.  But  it  will  not  happen  automatically.  These 
men  and  women  will  need  to  be  visited  and  the  role  of  the  Morning  Star  discussed  with  them.  Thousands  of 
personal  discussions  which  will  only  take  place  if  Communist  Party  members  initiate  them — this  is  what 
our  campaign  demands.  It  will  need  time  and  persistence,  and  requires  a  major  shake-up  in  our  attitudes 
and  approach  to  the  question  of  daily  sales.  But  the  benefits  would  be  well  worth  the  effort. 

The  campaign  has  now  been  launched,  following  the  discussion  at  our  Executive  Committee  meeting 
on  January  lOth/llth. 

Every  District  Committee  and  Party  branch  has  been  asked  to  discuss  how  to  increase  the  Morning  Star's 
circulation:  by  planning  systematic  visitation  of  leading  trade  unionists.  Labour  councillors,  tenants’ 
leaders  and  so  on;  by  door-to-door  canvassing,  especially  in  connection  with  the  local  elections;  by  pitch 
sales  and  factory  sales;  by  organising  sales  at  Party  and  other  public  meetings  and  demonstrations;  by 
ensuring  that  the  Morning  Star  is  on  sale  at  newsagents  and  available  in  local  public  libraries;  and  in  all 
other  possible  ways. 

You  can  help  in  these  efforts,  and  also  by  your  own  individual  initiative.  If  you  are  not  a  regular  reader, 
will  you  become  one  right  away  ?  Does  your  newsagent  display  the  Morning  Star  ?  If  not,  would  you  ask 
him  to  do  so,  and  guarantee  to  pay  for  any  unsold  copies? 

Is  there  anyone  in  your  family  or  among  your  friends,  neighbours,  and  workmates,  you  could  approach 
and  persuade  to  become  regular  daily  readers?  Could  you  win  possibly  one,  two  or  three  daily  readers 
in  this  way,  and  if  so,  will  you  become  a  volunteer  in  this  campaign  to  build  the  circulation  of  the  Morning 
Starl  We  want  to  record  that  thousands  of  our  members  are  going  to  fight  in  this  way,  and  I  would  ask 
you  to  complete  the  attached  form  and  return  it  to  me  as  soon  as  possible. 

1970  is  the  40th  Anniversary  of  the  Morning  Star.  What  better  way  of  celebrating  this  historic  occasion 
than  to  win  for  the  paper  the  circulation  it  deserves  and  the  political  situation  demands. 


I  would  like  to  enrol  as  a  Volunteer  for  the  Morning  Star  and  pledge  to  win . readers  during  1970. 

Name . 

Address . 

Party  Branch . 

Return  to  John  Gollan,  16  King  Street,  London,  W.C.2,  or  hand  to  your  Branch,  Area,  Borough  or 
District  Secretary. 


Printed  by  Farleigh  Press  Ltd,  (T.U.),  Watford,  Herts. 


